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In this presentation, we introduce the Interuniversity Research Centre “LinE –
Language in Education”. The Centre aims to foster national and international
collaboration in research, pedagogical innovation, and dissemination, with a
focus on the central role of language and communication in the teaching
and learning process. Established in 2022, LinE currently includes 303
researchers representing 44 disciplinary areas from universities and research
institutes across Europe and beyond. Its activities are organised into nine
thematic clusters, and in this presentation, we focus on the cluster “English-
Medium Instruction (EMI) in Higher Education: Needs Analysis and Training
Initiatives in Italy” (hereafter ‘EMI cluster’). Counting 28 members from 15
universities, the EMI cluster has developed a database documenting
professional development initiatives in such universities, also recording
information about the number of EMI programmes offered, the language
policies and strategic plans adopted.  
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The “LinE EMI Teacher Professional Development Database” serves as the
foundation for the three presentations in this panel. Starting with
institutional language policies and strategic plans, moving on to training
initiatives at the national level, and then examining a local case study in
detail, the panel invites reflection that extends beyond the Italian context
and offers insights relevant to the broader European EMI scenario. 

Interuniversity Research Centre LinE – Language in Education.
https://www.languageineducation.eu/en/

EMI at the crossroads of global ambitions and language policies
Nesrine Triki (University of Turin)

In this talk, I will outline how EMI is discursively and structurally positioned
within Italian higher education institutions as part of the broader discourse
of internationalisation (Akıncıoğlu, 2025; Bowles & Murphy, 2020; Murphy &
Costa, 2017). More specifically, I will explore the institutional articulation of
EMI within the strategic plans and language policy documents of 17 Italian
universities. This analysis will draw on the “LinE EMI Teacher Professional
Development Database”, supplemented with documents from other
institutions, and will employ qualitative discourse analysis to investigate the
policies and strategies that underpin the implementation of EMI. The study
of these documents will help identify: (1) the extent to which EMI emerges as
a deliberate strategic commitment that aims at securing internationalisation
agendas, including competitiveness, ranking, global visibility, academic
quality, and market responsiveness; and (2) how the various linguistic and
textual manifestations of EMI could reveal cautious policies regarding
English language dominance and hegemony. The talk will conclude with
some general comments regarding the English and Italian versions of policy
documents as internal and external communication channels. 

Keywords: EMI, Internationalisation, Language Policies, Strategic Planning,
LinE EMI Teacher Professional Development Database
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Linking EMI course offerings to professional development in five        
Italian universities

Stefania Cicillini (University of Turin)
Francesca Costa (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore)

This presentation investigates the relationship between the number of
English-medium instruction (EMI) courses offered by five Italian universities
and the types of professional development (PD) initiatives provided to EMI
lecturers. Drawing on the “LinE EMI teacher Professional Development
Database”, which includes data from Università degli Studi di Bologna,
Università degli Studi di Messina, Università degli Studi di Torino, Università
degli Studi di Verona, and Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, the analysis
highlights a variety of linguistic, methodological, and intercultural PD
formats. The PD formats vary widely (Costa & Mariotti, 2024; Karakaş &
Kırkgöz, 2025), from collective courses integrating language and pedagogy to
individual mentoring and targeted workshops. Some institutions have well-
established programmes in line with the number of EMI courses (e.g.,
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and Università di Torino), others have a
significant number of EMI courses and are steadily implementing their PD
programmes (e.g., Università degli Studi di Verona). The findings suggest a
partial relation between the number of EMI courses and the presence of
structured PD and underscore the importance of institutional investment in
PD to support the effectiveness of EMI, pointing to an extension of successful
practices across institutions with emerging or limited PD programmes.

Keywords: English-medium Instruction (EMI), Professional Development
(PD), LinE EMI Teacher Professional Development Database, course offerings,
Italian universities
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Navigating multiple demands: 
EMI and teacher professional development

Rosalba Rizzo (University of Messina)
Mariavita Cambria (University of Messina)

This contribution aims to inform the ongoing debate on EMI by offering
lecturers’ perspectives on the topic (Birgün, 2024). It is grounded on the
empirical data collected in the “LinE EMI Teacher Professional Development
Database”, which led to the EMI@UniMe Project. The EMI@UniMe project
began in July 2024 with a survey of lecturers’ opinions to understand their
views on institutional goals, teaching methods, and assessment in EMI
(Wang et al., 2025; Molino, 2023). The insights gained from this initial
questionnaire informed a professional development course for lecturers, held
from December 2024 to February 2025 (Polli 2024; Rizzo et al., 2024). After
the course, a follow-up questionnaire was administered and participant
feedback was collected between February and June 2025. These aimed to
gauge the effectiveness of the course, assess improvements in pedagogical
and linguistic awareness, and identify ongoing challenges faced by lecturers
in EMI settings. By discussing the findings of this ongoing research project,
this study aims to shed light on best practices, innovation opportunities, as
well as open issues linked to EMI (Macaro et al., 2023; Drljača Margić & Molino,
2022). These findings will be discussed and compared within the broader
LinE EMI cluster framework.

Keywords: English-medium instruction (EMI), LinE EMI Teacher Professional
Development Database, EMI lecturers’ viewpoints, Higher Education
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14:30-16:30 – EMI WORKSHOP CLAUnito

From trainers to trainers: Sharing tried-and-tested approaches for
EMI teacher development across contexts
coordinated by the LinE Centre

Part 1 (14:35-15:10): Improving English-Medium Instruction (EMI): Tools
and strategies for reflective and inclusive teaching practices (Elena
Borsetto, University of Verona)
 
Hands-on tools and reflective exercises (guided SWOT analysis -
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats - and self-assessment
checklists) to help lecturers and students address challenges in
international classrooms and enhance teaching and learning in EMI
contexts.

Part 2 (15:10-15:50): Learner-First EMI Training: Using Personas to
Design Responsive Teacher Development (Jane Helen Johnson and
Mariangela Picciuolo, University of Bologna) 

Collaborative workshop on the persona-based approach in EMI
training, showing how personas support both trainers and lecturers
and can be adapted across contexts.

Part 3 (15:50-16:30): Developing EMI teaching competence: An
assessment focus (Olivia Mair, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore)

Following a brief introduction to assessment in EMI, this session
proposes tools for improving assessment practices and engages
participants in a case study exercise.


